
   

City of Corunna 
Special Council Meeting 
Friday, January 4, 2002 

 
Present: Corey, Jessen, Johnson, Mehigh, Ockerman, Runyan, Sanderson. 
 
Absent: None. 
 
Guests: Joe Sawyer, City Manager.  
 
The meeting was called to order in the City Council Chambers by Mayor Corey at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Councilperson Johnson advised council she needed to abstain from voting since she is an 
employee of the ambulance service.  Mayor Corey advised council this request needed to 
be approved by the majority of the councilpersons.  Ockerman moved, Jessen seconded 
to allow Dawn Johnson to abstain from voting on the ambulance board issue.        
Roll call vote: 
Yes: Ockerman, Johnson, Sanderson, Runyan, Jessen, Mehigh. 
No: None. 

   Motion CARRIED      
 
CONSIDER APPOINTMENT OF SECOND COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE TO THE  

CORUNNA AREA AMBULANCE SERVICE BOARD OF DIRECTORS:  Ockerman 
moved, Runyan seconded to appoint Don Mehigh as the second council representative to 
the Corunna Area Ambulance Service board of directors.  Mayor Corey stated 
Councilperson Mehigh has been a member-at-large board member and asked if he was a 
current board member after what took place at the ambulance board meeting.  
Councilperson Mehigh advised no, he has to be a City of Corunna representative.  Mayor 
Corey asked Councilperson Mehigh if he was giving up a current position.  Mr. Sawyer 
advised it was his interpretation that Councilperson Mehigh’s former position no longer 
existed.     
Roll call vote: 
Yes: Jessen, Runyan, Mehigh, Ockerman, Sanderson. 
No: None. 

   Motion CARRIED 
 
DISCUSS FINANCIAL SUPPORT TO CORUNNA AREA AMBULANCE SERVICE:   

Councilperson Mehigh stated the city council knows the city needs to put money into the 
ambulance service to keep it going, but asked how the council was going to do this.  At 
this time, there has not been a request from the ambulance board but he assumes a request 
will come on Monday.  Mr. Sawyer stated the city’s payment is $16,020, which is what 
the city collects from the tax roll.  He further stated the city’s contract calls for the 
payment to be made on October 1, which has gone on for ten or 20 years.  There have not 
been any complaints made about how the city pays because the city pays the ambulance 
service as the money comes in.  He also stated it is estimated that there is about $1,500 to 
$2,000 that is delinquent right now.  Mr. Sawyer advised some of this money would not 



   

be received until May of this coming year, which is when the city receives money from 
the county for the delinquent taxes.  Mayor Corey asked why the city could not cut the 
ambulance service a check since the city is sort of hanging out in debt.  Mr. Sawyer 
advised that was his intent and if the payroll issue had been a problem today, then that is 
what he would have done since this is a delinquent bill that is owed through an 
assessment.  He further advised as the assessment money comes in, the city would then 
reimburse itself.  Mayor Corey stated there has been some discussion that the city was 
paying ahead, but it looks like the city is really paying behind.  He further stated it was 
his understanding that Caledonia Township is also behind.  Mr. Sawyer advised the city 
and Caledonia Township owes approximately $22,000.  Mayor Corey asked why the city 
and township does not just make the payments.  Councilperson Ockerman advised this is 
the city’s intention but not until after the meeting on Monday.  There will be new 
procedures as to who signs the checks, how many people are authorized, and who will be 
responsible.  He further advised he does not want the city’s money to go there until the 
ambulance board clears the air about how the funds should be handled.  Mayor Corey 
stated the municipalities would be on board by making their payments early or on time 
instead of being late.  Councilperson Ockerman stated that is something that could be 
corrected.  He further stated there are five signatures on the ambulance service account 
and cannot happen.  One of the first things that should be done is to have two signatures 
on a check and three signatures at the bank.  He also stated no check can go out without 
two signatures.  Councilperson Johnson stated there were so many signatures because it 
was hard to find someone available to sign checks since two signatures were needed.  She 
further stated she agreed that it is wrong because she used to work at a bank.  
Councilperson Jessen asked if the employees pay was held back a week.  Councilperson 
Johnson advised yes.  Councilperson Mehigh stated he was sure the ambulance board 
would come to the municipalities to ask for a loan or whatever to help pay off Lansing-
Mason.  He further stated he just wanted to warn the council that the request will 
probably be coming.  Mayor Corey stated he would like to see an effort made to negotiate 
the amount owed to Lansing-Mason down.  Councilperson Mehigh advised that is being 
addressed.  Councilperson Ockerman stated there is another problem.  There are too 
many people using their mouths, and this has to stop because the ambulance board cannot 
have the operations manager speaking for the board.  He further stated the ambulance 
service needs to negotiate with Lansing-Mason with them thinking that the ambulance 
service is weak.  If Lansing-Mason thinks the ambulance service has a pot of money then 
Lansing-Mason will want it.  Councilperson Runyan asked if the new ambulance board 
intends to ask the previous units of government to help take care of some of the money 
that is owed.  Councilperson Ockerman advised yes.  Councilperson Johnson asked if this 
was something that was going to be pursued right away.  Councilperson Ockerman 
advised yes.  Everything needs to be audited, but there is no paperwork to audit.  He 
further advised no one could be blamed for anything because paperwork is needed in 
order to blame somebody.  Mr. Sawyer stated he was at an ambulance service meeting 
several months ago and Lansing-Mason was asked to provide the documentation they had 
on the debt that is owed.  Mr. Sawyer asked if the documentation had been submitted.  
Councilperson Johnson advised Lansing-Mason would send a packet of information to 
Joe Williams and Ross Stanley a month before the meeting, but the information was 
never brought to the ambulance board.  Mr. Sawyer stated the representative from 



   

Lansing-Mason advised the board that he would provide the information to the 
ambulance board.  He asked if the representative followed up.  Councilperson Johnson 
advised no.  Councilperson Sanderson asked if the whole ambulance board would be 
negotiating with Lansing-Mason.  Councilperson Ockerman advised yes.  Councilperson 
Johnson stated she wanted to make a comment about the article in the paper.  She advised 
she was not at the meeting Thursday night, but the people are feeling bad for what they 
said in the paper.  There was anger that night, but she advised the people that they were 
stupid for what was said, and the people regret what they said.  Councilperson Johnson 
stated it was her understanding that the people felt they were not heard when a subject 
was brought up, and they were gaveled and told they were out of order.  She further 
stated the situation escalated after that.  Jerry Ernst stayed after the meeting and asked 
why there was anger, and he wrote down everything that was said.  Councilperson 
Johnson advised she has told the people that they should not do that or they would get 
into trouble.  She further advised she told the people that they were digging their own 
grave.  Councilperson Ockerman stated Councilperson Johnson was talking solely about 
Karen Johnson.  Councilperson Johnson stated she was, and it was hard because Ms. 
Johnson is her sister-in-law.  Mayor Corey stated he hopes the new ambulance board will 
give the manager proper guidance.  He further stated he has stated that Mr. Sawyer does a 
great job, but Mr. Sawyer is supposed to be working for the city council.  Council gives 
Mr. Sawyer direction and Mr. Sawyer does what he thinks is right, but whether it is right 
or not, it is the direction that the city council wanted him to go.  Councilperson 
Ockerman stated that will be done, and Ms. Johnson will be given a job description.  
However, people at management levels have to have a certain amount of expertise and 
level headedness.  He further stated people are responsible for their actions, and it has 
almost come to a point where the ambulance board does not have much of an option.  He 
also stated the ambulance board has taken a hell of a beating for this kind of crap and all 
of us are in front of the voters, and nobody would tolerate what has been going on.  
Mayor Corey stated he does not know what the ambulance board intends to do, but he 
hopes the board will layout specific guidelines and go from there.  Councilperson 
Ockerman stated the ambulance board will do that, but in Ms. Johnson’s  particular case, 
it is an adversarial thing.  Mayor Corey stated he was hopeful that the situation could be 
worked out.  The public is looking at this, and hopefully, Ms. Johnson will be given a 
chance to do what the ambulance board wants her to do, and if she is not able to do the 
job under the guidance of the ambulance board, then that is her problem.  Councilperson 
Ockerman stated he was one of those people who can only take so much, but he would 
try to be open-minded and fair.  Mayor Corey stated from the comments he has heard, a 
lot of the problems started before Ms. Johnson took over.  Councilperson Ockerman 
stated he was not talking about what happened before Ms. Johnson took over.  Mayor 
Corey stated he understood that, but he was talking about the whole situation that the 
ambulance service is in.  Councilperson Mehigh stated he did not think the council 
meeting was the proper place to discuss an employee of the ambulance service.  Ms. 
Johnson’s performance should be discussed by the ambulance board.  Councilperson 
Sanderson stated he took offense to the article that was in the Argus Press.  It puts a black 
eye on this council and Caledonia Township.  He further stated maybe an apology from 
the ambulance board to the City of Corunna and Caledonia Township was needed.  Mr. 
Sawyer advised council the article in the paper states that payroll would not be met, but 



   

payroll was met today.  Yesterday, the ambulance manager did not know exactly what 
payroll was going to be and there was a bag of receivables that had not been gone 
through so management did not know how much money the ambulance service had.  He 
further advised once the payroll was calculated and the receivables were added up, there 
were sufficient funds to meet payroll.  Mr. Sawyer stated there was an active effort by 
management and the city elected officials to make sure payroll was met, but the 
newspaper article stated just the opposite.  Mr. Sawyer further stated the ambulance 
board has never been informed to this day that there was a bank account money problem.  
He also stated the whole payroll issue came up after the meeting on Wednesday.  Mr. 
Sawyer advised he also read in Thursday’s paper that the utilities have not been paid, 
which was the first time that anyone had been told that.  There is a serious 
communication problem right now that is unacceptable.  Councilperson Ockerman stated 
Councilperson Sanderson was not looking for an apology from the ambulance board 
because Ms. Johnson was speaking on her own behalf.  The ambulance board did not 
give the city council the black eye, the employee did.         

 
ADJOURN:  Jessen moved, Mehigh seconded to adjourn. 
 Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Runyan, Ockerman, Jessen, Sanderson, Mehigh, Johnson. 
 No: None. 

  Motion CARRIED  Time was 5:37 p.m. 
 
 
 

     ______________________________________        ____________________________________       
STEPHEN COREY, MAYOR                   YVONNE F. LONG, CITY CLERK 


